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2018 Global Summit Presenters 
DAY/TIME SESSION PRESENTER BIO 

June 14-15 All Day Master of 
Ceremonies (MC) – 
Mark Taylor, AER 

Mark Taylor has 30 years of experience in 
the oil and gas industry and is Executive 
Vice President of the Operations Division at 
the Alberta Energy Regulator. Prior to his 
EVP role, Mr. Taylor was Senior Vice 
President of Climate Policy 
Assurance/Closure & Liability. 

Mr. Taylor has extensive experience in 
Mechanical Engineering, and has worked in 

field and office roles for several companies, including  
Amoco/BP, Alberta Energy Company (AEC)/Encana, Sinopec 
Daylight, and Mosaic Energy. Over the past 20 years, Mr. Taylor 
has led teams responsible for developing unconventional oil and 
gas assets in western Canada. These assets include the 
Horseshoe Canyon coalbed methane, Horn River shale, 
Montney gas, and Cardium oil.  

Mr. Taylor graduated from the University of Saskatchewan with 
Mechanical Engineering. He has served on the Board of 
Directors for the Canadian Society for Unconventional 
Resources and has Chaired both the Stakeholder Engagement 
and Regulatory Committees. Mark has been engaged firsthand 
with stakeholders in developing strategies that allow for the 
appropriate and continued development of western Canada’s 
resource plays. 

June 14 
12:15 – 
13:30 

Lunch and 
Keynote 

Carol Crowfoot, 
AER 

Carol Crowfoot has been monitoring energy 
markets since 1981 and has been with the 
Alberta Energy Regulatory since 2007. Ms. 
Crowfoot is the AER’s Executive Vice 
President of the Strategy and Regulatory 
Division, and also its Chief Economist. She 
is responsible for leading the organization to 
the successful execution of its strategy, 
ensuring organization standards are 

developed and followed when designing risked-based regulatory 
requirements and delivering energy information, independent 
analysis, and supply-and-demand forecasts for Alberta 
commodities to all stakeholders.  

Ms. Crowfoot started her career at GLJ Petroleum Consultants. 
She was responsible for monitoring and understanding the 
fundamentals of supply, demand, and transportation issues in 
energy markets. She also provided commentary regarding 
market trends and participated in regulatory hearings and civil 
proceeding as an expert witness. In addition to her duties with 
GLJ Petroleum Consultants, in 2002 Ms. Crowfoot was named 
president of GLJ Energy Publications Inc., a firm specializing in 
market information and analysis of the North American natural 
gas industry.  

Throughout her career, Ms. Crowfoot has been a frequent 
presenter to industry conferences including the Canadian Energy 
Research Institute Natural Gas Conference, numerous Canadian 
Institute conferences, the Economics Society of Calgary 
technical seminars, Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists 
Conference conventions, and Petroleum Society technical 
luncheons. 
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June 14 
13:30 – 
14:30 
 
June 15 
8:30 – 9:15 

Regulatory 
Efficiency 
 
 
Industry 
Performance 

Tristan Goodman, 
AER 

Tristan Goodman is Senior Vice President 
of the Operations Division at the Alberta 
Energy Regulator. He has 20 plus years’ 
experience in the public and private 
sectors, as well as academia, including 
leadership and technical roles within 
energy and the natural resources sectors.  

Prior to beginning his current role, Mr. Goodman was the Senior 
vice President of Major Projects and Transformation at the AER. 

June 14 
13:30 – 
14:30 

Regulatory 
Efficiency 

 

Erin Maczuga, AER Erin Maczuga has been working in the 
regulatory space for the past 15 years and 
has been with the Alberta Energy Regulator 
(AER) since 2008 after emigrating from New 
Zealand.  

Mr. Maczuga is the AER’s Director of 
Regulatory Efficiency within the Operations 
Division. He is responsible for leading the 
successful implementation of the AER’s 
regulatory efficiency program by making 

decisions on improving Alberta’s regulatory system that ensures 
protecting the public and the environment, improves industry 
performance at minimum cost, and contributes to Alberta’s 
competitiveness advantage.  

Mr. Maczuga started his career in private practice as a lawyer in 
New Zealand. Initially working in the areas of family and property 
law before moving onto the Intellectual Property Office of New 
Zealand where he dealt with the legal requirements of trade 
marks. In 2005, he joined New Zealand’s Ministry of Health as 
in-house legal counsel. In this role, he was responsible for 
advising the Minister of the Crown on statutory responsibilities, 
human rights cases, service contracts, privacy matters, and 
prosecutions. In 2008 when Erin started at the ERCB, he worked 
in the areas of Liability Management and Compliance and 
Enforcement. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Maczuga has been a frequent 
presenter to industry conferences on compliance and 
enforcement. With the creation of the AER, he was instrumental 
in establishing the AER’s Integrated Compliance Assurance 
Framework and Manual 013: Compliance and Enforcement. 

June 14 
14:30 – 
16:30 

Americas 
Panel 

Moderator: Patricia 
Johnston, AER 

Patricia Johnston is the Executive Vice 
President of Legal, and is also General 
Counsel of the Alberta Energy Regulator. 
She leads a branch of 16 lawyers 
responsible for providing legal and business 
advice to all AER business branches and 
field offices. 

Ms. Johnston is regularly consulted by the 
chairman and directors on corporate 

governance- related issues, including enterprise risk 
management, issues regarding the conduct of board meetings, 
annual financial statement review and disclosure, statutory and 
common law duties and liabilities of directors, and recruitment 
and appointment of directors. She was instrumental in helping to 
draft the Governance Charter and corporate governance-related 
materials and is the AER’s liaison with the Alberta Public 
Agencies Governance Secretariat as well as the Chair of the 
AER’s Ethics Committee. Additionally, she is responsible for 

 



 

REGULTORY EXCELLENCE GLOBAL SUMMIT 
Engagement, Innovation, Collaboration www.aer.ca/about-aer/global-summit 

 

authoring and presenting the training and orientation materials 
for newly appointed directors and hearing commissioners. Her 
branch is also responsible for drafting and approving all AER 
administered legislation and regulations. 

Prior to joining the AER, Ms. Johnston spent three years in 
private practice before holding various leadership and general 
counsel positions at FirstEnergy Capital Corp., ATB Investor 
Services, the Alberta Securities Commission, and the Alberta 
Stock Exchange, in roles that included legal, managerial, and 
corporate functions. She’s also been involved in several industry 
and professional associations, most notably sitting on the Alberta 
Securities Commission Securities Advisory Committee, and 
chairing the Canadian Bar Association (Alberta Branch) 
Securities Law Section. 

Ms. Johnston is a published author, having authored two books, 
Alberta Securities Law Simplified (in its 6th edition), Ontario 
Securities Law Simplified (in its 3rd edition) and several 
publications about Canadian securities and law and corporate 
governance requirements, and corporate restructuring 
transactions. For several years, she also instructed courses in 
securities law and regulation through the Canadian Securities 
Institute, Bow Valley College, and SAIT. 

Ms. Johnston holds an LL.B. from the University of British 
Columbia and was admitted to the Alberta Bar in 1988. She has 
also completed a number of courses at the Canadian Securities 
Institute as well as being an institute-certified director (ICD.D) by 
the Institute of Corporate Directors. 

June 14 
14:30 – 
16:30 

Americas 
Panel 

David Monsma, 
Aspen Institute 

David Monsma is a Vice President at the 
Aspen Institute and Executive Director of 
the Institute’s Energy and Environment 
Program. The Energy and Environment 
Program is an active and prominent 
convener of energy and environmental 
policy forums and roundtables including: 
The Aspen Institute Energy Policy Forum; 

the Global Forum on Energy, Economy and Security; the Aspen-
Hoover Climate and National Security Forum; and the Aspen-
Nicholas Forum on Water Policy. The program also convenes, 
and David moderates, policy-testing dialogues on environmental 
security; wildlife and ocean conservation; energy resource 
governance; and the India and China Track II Dialogues on 
Climate Change. David is an Aspen Senior Moderator and 
moderates the Aspen Institute’s Executive Seminar and the 
Wilderness, Nature and Society Seminar. An attorney by 
training, David has over 20 years of experience in environmental 
law and policy. He co-founded an Environmental Justice Law 
Clinic at the University of Baltimore School of Law, taught law 
and ethics at Loyola University in Maryland and served as 
director of business and environment at Business for Social 
Responsibility (BSR) in San Francisco. During the Clinton 
Administration, David was the environmental management task 
force coordinator for the President’s Council on Sustainable 
Development (PCSD). David began his legal career working for 
the Maryland Office of the Attorney General and the Maryland 
ACLU before joining the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
in Washington, DC, as a program attorney in the Office of Toxics 
Substances and Pollution Prevention. 
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June 14 
14:30 – 
16:30 

Americas 
Panel 

Gerry Baker, 
Interstate Oil and 
Gas Compact 
Commission 
(IOGCC) 

 Gerry Baker began his professional career 
as a journalist covering the Oklahoma State 
Senate, office of the governor and various 
state boards and commissions for the 
Oklahoma Business News Co. He was 
promoted to managing editor and state 
capitol bureau chief before leaving his 
position to join Kerr-McGee Corporation, an 
integrated energy company, in 1979. He 

worked in positions of increasing authority in the Corporate 
Communication Department for the next 12 years.  
In 1991, he launched an independent consultancy – Corporate 
Consulting, Inc. – specializing in strategic communication 
planning and implementation for high profile clients. In addition, 
he specialized in crisis communication management and has 
provided communication consulting services for a number of 
regionally significant events.  
He joined the non-profit world in 1999 when he became the 
Director of Communications for the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation, a billion-dollar grant-making philanthropic 
organization.   
In 2002, he was named Associate Executive Director at the 
Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission, an organization 
representing governors of oil and gas producing states. He is 
responsible for all operational aspects of the organization.  
The IOGCC is an 83-year-old organization with a mission of 
preventing the physical waste of oil and natural gas while 
ensuring strong environmental protections. 

June 14 
14:30 – 
16:30 

Americas 
Panel 

Paul Jeakins, BC Oil 
and Gas 
Commission, 
Western Regulators’ 
Forum (WRF) 

Paul’s roles at the Commission have 
included Chief Operating Officer, Deputy 
Commissioner of Regulatory Affairs and 
Stewardship and Manager of Audits. In 
October 2011, he accepted his current 
position as Commissioner and CEO, where 
he is the strategic and operational leader of 
the Commission. Paul brings over 30 years 
of expertise to the role in organizational 
leadership, regulatory and strategic 

planning, decision making and financial management. He is 
Chair of the Western Regulators’ Forum Executive Board and 
Vice Chair of the Commission Board. 

Based out of Victoria, Paul divides his work time between the 
Commission’s offices located around the province as well as 
regularly presenting to local and international audiences on the 
topics of regulating shale gas and LNG. 

June 14 
14:30 – 
16:30 

Americas 
Panel 

Ryan Steadley, 
State Review of Oil 
and Natural Gas 
Environmental 
Regulations 
(STRONGER) 

Ryan Steadley joined STRONGER in June 
2014 as the organization’s first Executive 
Director. Under his leadership, 
STRONGER has conducted reviews in 
Alaska, Pennsylvania, Colorado, and 
Virginia; as well as developing guidance for 
reused and recycled fluids and produced 
water pipelines. Steadley is a graduate of 
the University of Oklahoma, and an avid 
outdoorsman and musician. 
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June 15 
9:15 – 
10:30 

Collaborative 
Solutions 

Chris Severson-
Baker, AER 

Chris Severson-Baker is a Senior Advisor 
of Strategic Projects and Engagement with 
the AER’s Science & Evaluation Branch. 
Since joining the AER in January 2017 
Chris has led several large projects 
including the Fort McKay Recurrent 
Human Health Complaints Advisory 
Committee, where he represents the AER 

as Co-chair and oversees the organization’s role in fulfilling a 
2016 commitment – in partnership with the Government of 
Alberta and the Fort McKay First Nation – to implement 17 
recommendations designed to help improve air quality and odour 
conditions in the community. 

His 22 year career has focused on environmental management 
in Alberta’s energy sector and he has served as an advisor to 
government, industry, indigenous communities, and 
environmental NGOs. He has extensive experience in designing 
and leading collaborative interest based multi-stakeholder 
processes to produce innovative and enduring solutions to the 
key environmental issues that Alberta society faces in 
developing the Province’s energy resources. 

June 15 
11:00 – 
12:00 

The ICORE 
Journey – 
working with 
Mexico 

Kim Blanchette, 
AER 

 

Kim Blanchette is Vice President of 
Communications &  National and 
International Relations at the Alberta 
Energy Regulator.  

She has experience in communications and 
public affairs at the provincial, federal, and 
international level and has held positions 
with the Nova Scotia Department of Justice 
as well as the Nova Scotia Department of 
Energy. 

Ms. Blanchette joined the Government of Canada in 2000, 
performing a variety of communications roles with the Atlantic 
Canada Opportunities Agency, including Ministerial support, 
regional office liaison, Director of Corporate Advocacy 
Communications, senior official speech coordination and 
multidepartment Pan-Atlantic and International events. 

She has served as Consul (Political and Economic Relations and 
Public Affairs) at the Consulate General of Canada in Seattle 
from 2006-2008, representing Canada in Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, and Alaska. She then moved to Veterans Affairs Canada 
as Acting Associate Director General of Communications where 
she worked the 90th Anniversary of the end of the First World 
War, the 65th Anniversary of D-Day, and new legislation for 
Allied Veterans. 

Ms. Blanchette has also served as Regional Director, Issues 
Management and Communications (Atlantic Region) with the 
Canada Revenue Agency and as the Communications Manager 
for the Energy Resources Conservation Board, since 2011. 

A past alumnus of the United States International Visiting 
Leaders Program, Ms. Blanchette was named one of the 50 
Global Women in Energy in 2005 and has received awards for 
her work in media relations during the Swissair Flight 111 
tragedy and for energy education in Nova Scotia. 
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June 15 
11:00 – 
12:00 

The ICORE 
Journey – 
working with 
Mexico 

Martin Krezalek, 
ICORE 

Martin Krezalek is the Alberta Energy 
Regulator’s ICORE Development 
Program Lead, responsible for the 
development of the operating model of 
the International Centre of Regulatory 
Excellence (ICORE). 

Mr. Krezalek has spent the majority of the 
last 15 years working with government 

policy makers, regulators, legislators and elected officials as a 
Chief of Staff and executive advisor at executive leadership 
tables. 

Mr. Krezalek’s experiences as an on-the-ground regulatory 
practitioner help guide his work to build ICORE- a global leader 
with the vision and expertise to bring international regulators 
together to create solutions that define the future of energy 
regulation.  

To help create an institution that will help regulatory authorities in 
Canada and around the world is an opportunity Mr. Krezalek 
holds with conviction. 

A hydrogeologist and environmental resource manager, Mr. 
Krezalek is also a proud father, husband, entrepreneur and 
Euro-Canadian. 

June 15 
12:00 – 
13:30 

Lunch 
Keynote 

Kevin Ball, AER Kevin Ball has 20 years’ experience in 
the oil and gas industry and is currently 
a Senior Advisor of the Integrated 
Decision Approach (IDA) Operational 
Delivery Group at the Alberta Energy 
Regulator. In this role, he works to 
transform how the Regulator receives 
and reviews information in a risk 
informed digital manner. 

Prior to this, Mr. Ball was Senior Advisor, Reclamation and 
Remediation within the Closure and Liability Branch and was the 
project business lead on the first OneStop development.  

Mr. Ball has extensive experience in conservation and 
reclamation policy development and regulatory delivery. He has 
served with the Government of Alberta as a Soil Specialist, 
Contaminated Sites Specialist and Reclamation Assessor. Most 
noteworthy was Mr. Ball’s contribution in changing the 
expectations and outcomes for Boreal Forest and Peatland 
reclamation in the Province of Alberta. 

Mr. Ball comes from a background of agriculture and 
environmental science and graduated from the University of 
Alberta with Master’s Degree in Soil Chemistry. 
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